VAZHAKUNNAM AS A DRAMATIST

three ankas and the poet has harmoniously intermingled prose and
verse where ever necessary to give clarity and credibility. It can
be observed that the characters sing beautiful songs or poems
reminding the traditional dramatic concepts.

The drama has many special features sufficient to attract the
hearts of those who go through it. The characters of the drama
are developed by the dramatist in such a way that even a common
man can understand the various situations. One can find the divine
personalities including Mahavishnu, Mahalakshmi, Mahadeva, Durga
etc. in the first anka of the drama, discussing topics like bhakti
and Ramayana. The master dramatist has succeeded in depicting
the Puranic characters who talk on matters of human interest.
Even the spiritual views which are otherwise difficult are made
easily palatable to the ordinary reader. For example Vazhakunnam
stresses the importance of chanting God's name through the char-
acter sketch of Valmiki.36 The dialogue between Narada and
Valmiki enhances the spirit of bhakti.

Another interesting and noteworthy idea is found in the words
of Nanda when he says that Sita in Valmiki's hermitage is none
other than Mahalakshmi in the disguised form who has come there
with the utmost inner urge to hear the Ramayana story.37 This
argument of the dramatist helps the reader to find a new way of
looking at the tragic situation of Sita. Again Mahalakshmi's tech-

36. Ibid,, p. 11.

37. Ibid., P.5.
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